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Theatres. 
DRURY LANE. 


This theatre is going under a thorough 
repair; both the exterior and interior are being 
beautified. The dress circle will be more com- 


lete, also the stalls, and a number of private 
Cadee will be added. We understand Mr. 
Herwitz is displaying very considerable artistic 
skill im the decorations, which will’ surpass 
anything ever before attempted. The Opera- 
tic Italian Company has been put forth in 
a programme by the spirited Manager, Mr. 
E. T. Smith, which embraces an immensity 
of new names, who have gained unqualified 
celebrity by their _ musical acquirements 
and natural qualifications. ‘The season bids 
fair to be a most brilliant one, and old Drury 
will become the resort of those who frequented 
Her Majesty’s Theatre. 


THE HAYMARKET. 

On Saturday night a new Comedy from 
the pen of Mr. S. Coyne was produced with 
complete success; it is entitled, ‘* Everybody’s 
Friend.” This comedy is not one of intrigue 
ot complicated embroglio, but one in which 
several skilful situations give occasion for the 
development of much ‘humour of character ; 
and afford natural and ample scope for very fit- 
ting and animated and occasionally brilliant 
dialogue. It is the work of a most experienced 
dramatist, and is evidently the fruit of great 
knowledge of the stage, as well as of real 





life. We should be happy in giving the plot, 
but as we have been told by some of our 
readers it spoils the representation we shall 
confine ourselves to the acting. The skill 
with which the materials are made to tell on 
the stage certainly received every aid from 
the excellent acting. Mr. Charles Mathews, 
as the sated husband, the fashionable gentle- 
man, and the amiable busybody, who neglects 
a charming wife, and involves his own affairs, 
whilst he seeks to advance every one else’s, 
although he played with his unrivalled ease 
and vivacity, was certainly occasionally at a 
loss for the text. Mr, Compton, as Icebrook, 
came up to the polished coldness the name 
suggests, and the situations require; but he was 
very droll with his terror of the woman he 
adores, and good in his outrageous impudence 
when he does make an avowal. Mr. Buck- 
stone was very funny as the good-humoured, 
cowardly, swaggering Major. ‘The ladies 
played with remarkable efficiency, Mrs. C. 
Mathews rendering the character of the assi- 
duous, prudent, loving, but mistaken wife 
with great nicety of expression, and with a 
delitacy of characterisation which, we think, 
she has scarcely before so fully developed. 
Mrs, Wilkins, as the robust, but sentimental 
wife, played judiciously; and Miss Reynolds, 
as the half-wooing arch widow, elicited much 
applause in her gay and spirited delineation. 

othing could be better than the comedy ; 
every scene, almost every dialogue, caused 
hearty bursts of laughter ; and the audience 
were thoroughly warmed up into an enthu- 
siastic demonstration of their approbation 
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throughout the comedy. At the conclusion, | renders any adequate return utterly hopeless. 
after the curtain had been drawn up, the | My earnest aim has been to promote the well- 
principal performers were called on again | being of my profession ; and if in any degree 


singly. 


Mr. Buckstone announced that it | I have attained so desirable an object, I trust 


would be performed every evening during the | I may not be deemed presumptuous in cherish- 
engagement of Mr. and Mrs. Mathews. A | ing the belief that my arduous struggle has 
very strong call was made for the author, but | won for me the honourable reward of—public 


he did not appear to receive personally the 
approbation of a very crowded and delighted 
audience. 





THE PRINCESS’S. 


Mr. C. Kean has revived Shakspeare’s 
Historical Play of Henry the Fifth with his 
usual splendour of scenery and costume. This 
took place on Monday week for the lessee’s be- 
nefit. The performance, which occupied the 
entire evening, was witnessed to its close with 
unwearied attention and deep interest by the 
delighted audience, who repeatedly recalled 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Kean, and on the fall of the 
curtain honoured them with a special ovation. 
One word of unqualified commendation we 
must not omit to Mr. Grieve, Mr. Telbin, and 
assistants for the beautiful scenery they have 
supplied ; and to Mr Isaacson for the admir- 
able characteristic music selected or composed 
by him for this revival. It is to be regretted 
that Mr. Kean has not obtained the pecu- 
niary reward which his zealous and liberal 
efforts uphold the Shakspearian Drama richly 
merited. In his preface to the play, as repre- 
sented at the Princess’s Theatre, after alluding 
to the approaching close of his management, 
he adds—“ After nine years of unremitting 
exertion as actor and director, the constant 
strain of mind and body warns me to retreat 
from a combined duty which I find beyond 
my strength, and in the exercise of which 
neither zeal, nor devotion, nor consequent 
success, can continue to beguile me into a 
belief that the end will compensate for the 
many attendant troubles and anxieties. It 
would have been impossible, on my part, to 
gtatify my enthusiastic wishes in the illustra- 
tion of Shakspeare had not my previous career 
as an actor placed me in a position of compara- 
tive independence with regard to speculative 
disappointment. Wonderful as have been the 
yearly receipts, yet the vast sums expended— 
sums, I have every reason to believe, not to be 
paralleled in any theatre of the same capability 
throughout the world—make it advisable that 
I should now retire from the self-imposed 
responsibility of management, involving such 
a se outlay ; and the more especially as 
a 





” 
approval, 





THE ADELPHI. 

This theatre has been very well attended 
since our last, the greatest variety being pro- 
duced nightly. The comedy of * Masks and 
Faces” is acted in a manner deserving of our 
warm eulogiums. Those who have not wit- 
nessed Mr. Webster in his original character 
of Triplet will lose a great treat if they do 
not at once witness his performance in this 
character. The comedy entitled “The 
Cabinet Question,” and the farce of “ The 
Milliner’s Holiday” wind up an evening’s 
amusement admirably. The company at 
this house is unusually strong in comedy. 





THE LYCEUM. 

Mr. E. Falconer has produced another 
play of his own writing, the title of which is 
‘Francesca: a Dream of Venice.” It was 
well received and acted, and with a little cur- 
tailment cannot fail toamuse, The characters 
were fairly sustained, Mr. Barrett and Mr. 
Gaston Murray acquitting themselves most 
satisfactorily in their respective parts. On 
the fall of the curtain, Mr. Falconer was 
recalled, with Mrs. Charles Young, and he 
had to make a second acknowledgment in his 
character of author. Three clever children, 
named Delapierre, performed on the violin, 
after the comedy, and elicited the warmest 
—, There was a new farce and a 
ballet, which we did not remain to see, the 
hour at which the farce commenced being 
near midnight. 





THE OLYMPIC. 

The pieces at this theatre generally have 
a long run both for their novelty and the ex- 
cellent talent engaged in them. The ad- 
mirable drama of “* The Porter’s Knot,” which 
nightly enchains the interest of the audience 
as firmly as if it were now attaining its seventh 
instead of its sixty-seventh representation, 
has been this week preceded by Mr. Mark 
Lemon’s clever comedietta of “ Fashionable 
Arrivals,” originally produced at Covent Gar- 


den, under the Vestris dynasty of 1840. 
uilding so restricted in size as the Princess’s | Mr. Addison, as Sir Thomas Oldton, is 
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now the substitute for Mr. Farren; and 
Miss Wyndham, as Miss Maitland, now 
sustains the character played sixteen years 
ago by Madame Vestris, and sings charm- 
ingly the song, by J. H. Tully, of 
“Lovely Night,” which first gained its popu- 
larity in this piece. The revival receives the 
best assistance from the company, and has 
been placed upon the stage with the utmost 
care by the management, the scene of the 
drawing-room leading to the conservatory 
being a perfect example of stage decoration. 
The fashionable footinan, Nix, is admirably 
played by Mr. George Vining, who makes of 
itahighly-finisked character; and the waiting- 
woman, Mrs Dorothy Mode, is equally raised 
into importance by Mrs. W. S. Emden, 


THE STRAND. 

This pretty though little theatre is most 
admirably managed by Miss Swanborough. 
Some capital pieces are being played here 
nightly. A very laughable farce, entitled 
“ Matrimonial Prospectuses,” is having a long 
run, being very cleverly acted by Messrs. 
Swanborough, Turner, and Mrs. Selby. The 
burlesque of ‘ Kenilworth,” one of the ver 
best ever written, draws full and fashionable 
houses. The scenery is of that character 
that will surprise those who have not’ seen it. 


THE SADLER’S WELLS. - 

Mr. Tully has brought the whole of the 
Drury Lane English Opera mage to this 
house, where he is continuing “ William and 
Susan ” to crowded houses, as he deserves to 
do. The opera grows in favour as the public 
becomes familiar with it; and the singing of 
Mr. Haigh is very considerably improved. 
We can safely say he is now the best actor 
as an English vocalist on the boards. Miss 
Huddart is encored nightly in a pathetic song 
she renders very delightfully. We think 
Miss Galton Pyne an acquisition in the part 
of Susan, which music she renders artistically, 
and meets with well-merited approbation. 
The musical burletta of “ Midas” has intro- 
duced a clever young lady, new to us, in the 
part of Apollo; her name is Miss M. Simp- 
son, She acquitted herself in a praiseworthy 
manner, both as regards her singing and 
acting. Messrs, Tilbury, Glindon, and others 
were capital, and the musical burletta evidently 
delighted the crowded audience, 


THE GRECIAN. 
A new drama, in four parts, called “ In- 


| fidelity; or, a Soldier’s Fate,” is performing 
| here with great eclat, in which Messrs. Mead, 
| Hastlebury, Manning, and Lingham have 
| interesting parts. The Misses Coveney, 
Johnson, and Chapman are included in the 
drama, and the acting is altogether much 
above the common run of such pieces. The 
Spanish Dancers appear between the pieces, 
which relieve the audience before witnessing 
Miss H. Coveney as the housebreaker, Jack 
Sheppard. Mr. G. Conquest is a talented 
manager. The gardens, when lighted up in 


the evening, have a splendid appearance. 


THE STANDARD. 

Mr. J. Douglass, who is always on the 
alert to procure novelty, has engaged Mr, and 
Mrs. Barney Williams, the Yankee Come- 
dians. They are going through their favourite 
characters, which have so triumphantly in- 
creased their reputation since they appeared 
at Drury Lane. The house is crowded every 
evening by a well-dressed audience, who seem 
delighted at the eccentricities of those talented 
artists. Several new pieces are on the stocks 
ready to be launched. 


THE BRITANNIA. 

The management at this theatre has very 
judiciously engaged Mrs. Howard Paul, who 
sings between the pieces in imitation of Sims 
Reeves. Certainly the imitation is very like, 
and of the two we prefer the lady to the 
gentleman. A drama of powerful interest, 
entitled “ The Maid of Mexico,” is having a 
run. It abounds with very beautiful scenery, 
and the acting is very good by Messrs. J. 
Parry, Lingard, Newham, and Sidney. The 
latter is a clever and useful actor. Miss 
Cleveland, as an Indian Boy, is seen to much 
advantage, and is a considerable acquisition 
to the company. Malle. C. Stephan, whose 
dancing we always admire, enlivens the even~ 
ing’s amusement by a pretty Ballet, in which 
she introduces some clever pupils. A sort 
of burlesque, entitled “ William that Married 
Susan,” is a telling piece. Mr, Sidney and 
Mrs. S. Lane keep up the steam, to the in- 
finite satisfaction ofa crowded audience, who 
testified their approbation by loud plaudits. 








Mr. Howarp Paut has gone to Paris in search 
| of novelty for his entertainment, ‘ Patch Work,” 
and Mrs. Howard Paul has accepted an engage- 
ment of six nights at the Britannia Theatre to 
| give her wonderful imitation of Mr. Sims Reeves. 
| If what we hear be true, she receives almost as 
| great terms as the original tenor himself. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

W. C.— We have done with the controversy. 

C. W. C.— We will insert the article in our next, 

Timon.— We have done with the contention. 

FRANCISCO will be answered in our next. 

J. Winton.—We were out of town, or should have 
answered the note. 

C. TREFFORD.— Other previous and important en- 
gagements prevented us attending the performance. 

Manrceiius.--The Ellistonian Club, held at the 
Wheat Sheaf, Oxford-street, is a good club. 

Curtious.—T. P. Cooke has played in “ Black-eyed 
Susan” at the Haymarket frequently. 

St. CLaRE.— It is quite a matter of opinion as regards 
Mr. C, Kean and Mr. Phelps. 

J. W. L.— We have had so many letters pro and con 
we must decline the insertion of any more. 

Fair Pray has had his opinion in our columns before ; 
we really must decline the subject. 

JameEs.—Two blacks will not make a white, except 
two black fowls will produce a white egg 

E. Winuis.—Our pages are too much occupied to in- 
sert his clever article 

8. CLrark.—Jenny Lind made her first appearance in 
England at Her Majesty’s Theatre in May, 1847. 

S.— We have received a wheelbarrow-full of letters 
this week upon the subject ; we must decline any 
Surther controversy. 

A Lawyer.—We are not versed in the law; but if 
we were ona jury, and had such evidence brought 
before us as‘E. 1. Smith has produced, we should 
say he was right and Mr. Gye wrong. 

Norice,—It is quite impossible to comply with our 
numerous correspondents as to the variety of opinions 
regarding Mr. C. Kean and Mr. Phelps, Our readers 
generally are quite tired of such letters; and we 
cannot neglect the managers and actors of the 
regular theatres by occupying space which is only 
interesting to a few, and not to the million. 
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MR. CRESWICK. 


There are few actors of the present day 
who can play tragedy and comedy with equal 
excellence—-who can draw tears or excite 
laughter in both cases with the same felicity. 
We tolerate rather than admire actors whom 
we see occasionally departing from their usual 
line; we do not condemn if even we think 
their performance indifferent, because we are 
well aware of their excellence in parts in 
which we have been accustomed to see them. 

Amongst the good actors we at present 


possess, the name of Mr. Creswick con- 
spicuously challenges our attention. In 
tragedy he has few superiors; in comedy 
scarcely an equal. He possesses the rare 


talent of pleasing equally in either. His 
tragedy abounds with feeling, pathos, and 
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' fine declamation ; while his comedy is easy, 
| buoyant, and graceful. As Claude Melnotte 
and as Othello Mr. Creswick can hardly be 
excelled. His Iago is a fine and original 
conception. Discarding the bold-faced villany 
with which custom has thought proper to 
invest the character, he substitutes for it a 
plausible frankness of manner, far more 
natural and deceptive than the old stagy Iago, 
| who always pitches his voice in a bass key, 
| and whose by-play consists chiefly of a 
hideous squint ; which is, doubtless, very dif- 
ferent to the man Shakspeare intended to 
delineate. 

His Richelieu is a capital performance ; so 
is his Cassius. Of Falconbridge he is with- 
out doubt the best representative on the stage. 
The frank, bold, thoroughly English spirit of 
the gallant son of the Lion-hearted king— 
the light-hearted bravery.and sovereign con- 
tempt for danger, and the daring valour of 
the character, are enacted by him with a 
reality most forcible and striking. His 
Benedick, Charles Surface, and Evelyn are 
capital impersonations ; but his best character 
by far is, undoubtedly, bis Cardinal Wolsey. 
Comparisons, we know, are odious; but we 
can hardly help making them, when so many 
great actors have essayed this part, but in all 
cases that we remember falling short of Mr. 
Creswick. Neither Macready, Charles Kean, 
nor Phelps can do that justice to the part 
which it demands. The mighty churchman 
whose only fault (if it be one at all) was his 
ambition; the innate nobleness and dignity 
of soul, the almost unmanly regret at his fall, 
yet tempered with a high hope which rises 
) superior to the petty vexations of the world, 
and gives relief to his almost broken heart, 
are portrayed by Mr. Creswick in a manner 
which we can never forget, and which pro- 
claims him to be one of the most finished and 
life-liRe actors of the day. 

Few of our readers will not be disposed to 
concur in our estimate of the ability of this 
gentleman. We do not possess many first- 
rate actors, nor many who equal Mr. Creswick. 

Cc. W.C, 





Curisty’s Minstrets —This celebrated troupe 
of vocalists and instrumentalists, after a very 
prosperous and distinguished tours in the prin- 
cipal cities of England, Ireland, and Scotland, and 
very recently in Paris, where they had the honour 
of receiving the command of the Emperor to sing 
at the Tuileries, will return to England in a few 
days, and will appear on Monday, the 11th inst., 
for a series of performances, at the Lower St. 
James’s Hall. 
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THE SOHO. 
The production at this popular little theatre 
of the stirring and powerfully-written drama 
of “Catherine Howard; or, the Throne, 


the Palace, and the Tomb,” has created the 
greatest enthusiasm in the minds of its 
nightly-admiring audiences. We have always 
held a preference for dramas (or indeed plays 
of any description) that are historical, rather 
than those which are the mere product of the 
teeming imagination of the playwright. Such 
an one, then, is this most successful drama of 
“Catherine Howard,” as now performing at 
the Soho Theatre. The arrangement of the 
details of that period of Henry the Eighth’s 
reign, intimately touching his marriage with 
Catherine Howard, we should certainly have 
wished might primarily have been due to the 
labour and the sagacity of an Englishman ; 
but the facts of this most interesting period 
in England’s history could scarcely have met 
with a more successful compiler than that 
great genius of the Empire of France— 
Alexander Dumas. It is originally to the 
talents of the great French author that we 
are indebted for the present drama of 
*‘ Catherine Howard,” which has been most 


successfully rendered into English and adapted 
to the English stage ; and it has been placed 
pe the stage by Mr. Tuder, and it has been 


placed upon that of the Soho, under the able 
superintendence of Mr, Thomas Mowbray, 
with the greatest liberality and success. In 
order also that nothing should be wanting to 
crown the details of this. beautiful drama, the 
services ef Mr, Oswald Hughes have been 
enlisted, and this gentleman nightly produces 
one of the very best effects we ever saw by 
rs exercise of the electric light vey 7 
thrown upon the supposed inanimate body o 
Catherine I Howard a the tomb, and upon the 
scene of her execution at the end of the last 
act. New scenery has been painted espe- 
cially for this drama, which is of a tasteful 
and unique description, and the dresses and 
appointments leave nothing to be desired. 

- Dacre Baldie, who has already estab- 
lished himself a favourite at this theatre, has 
given another sterling proof of his talents and 
acquirements as a versatile and most impres- 
sive actor ; and as Athalwold, Duke of North- 
umberland, evinces most extraordinary powers. 
The peculiarly happy, manner in which this 
gentleman acquits himself of this really diffi- 
cult and trying part has fully testified to the 


opinion which we very recently pronounced 





in these columns, that he is, beyond all pre- 
cedent, the most successful juvenile tragedian 
that has made his debut in London for some 
years, The ardent love which he evinces for 
Catherine Howard in the first portion of the 
drama ; his fears lest it should come to the 
knowledge of his rival, the King, that she is 
his wife ; the grand and eloquent outburst of 
passion upon the swooning of Catherine, and 
his soliloquy at the foot of the tomb—all 
fully exemplifies the enlarged intellectual 
powers of Mr. Dacre Baldie as a most suc- 
cessful interpreter and embodier of human 
passion. Not less impassioned, indeed, is 
the exultation, the triumph, and the fetish- 
ness with which he follows the disloyal and 
perverted Catherine into the regal palace of 
his royal master. Here the taunt and the 
jest, the scornful laugh and the careless air 
of mockery which he assumes at her broken 
spirits and her sorrowful condition, win the 
undivided approval and admiration of his 
audience. Mr. Dacre Baldie’s acting in the 
last two scenes of the drama is also powerfully 
energetic, and a complete climax to his pre- 
vious embodiments. The very difficult part 
of Catherine Howard was, of course, entrusted 
to the impersonation of Miss Helen Love. 
With such an accomplished actress as this lady 
in such a part, criticism almost becomes at a 
discount. Need we say that Miss Helen 
Love’s personification of the part was perfect 
to a fault, The various parts which this 
talented lady can embrace, and that perfectly 
top, is marvellous ; and in nothing that we 
have ever seen her undertake is her capabili- 
ties so fully and at once so vividly demon- 
strated. From the opening of the drama, 
where she reveals her unconquerable ambition 
for power and distinction, as well as through 
those stages where her waning love for her 
lord and her husband is made apparent, until 
she reaches the highest consummation of her 
ambitious hopes ; and again through all those 
passages of extreme remorse and sorrow, until 
she lays her once imperious but now repentant 
spirit upon the block, where Northumber- 
land’s strength and his revenge desert him, 
and he fails to hurl the axe; in all these 
instances she evidences how fully she has 
studied the part of which she acquits herself 
so brilliantly. The most recommendable por- 
tion of Mr, F. J. Preece’s Henry the Eighth 
is his action and bearing in the part of that 
monarch ; but, without being severely just, 
we must say that, although his personation 
is not altogether deficient in merit, he is 
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searcely the bluff King Harry of detestable 
memory we could have wished him. But 
the fault of this does not altogether rest with 
Mr. Preece as an actor, as the part is some- 
what unsuited to his capabilities. Mr. Shir- 
ley is an earnest Archbishop Cranmer, and 
Mr. Griffiths a good Fleming. The part of 
Dame Kenedy is well acted by Mrs. J. H. 
Sims ; and the comic business, by Mr. Black- 
burn and Mr. Hazell, as Martin Krinkly and 
Simon Kreetner, is excellent ; their talk of 
“ liberty” and “ treason” convulsing the house 
with langhter. Miss Clara Nichol is also a 
very humorous Winifred Krinkly. Space 
will not permit notice of the other parts. 

During the past week the farces of “ Pop- 
ping the Question” followed, and “ ‘Tommy 
and Sally” concluded the entertainments. 
‘These farces were very cleverly acted by the 
company. As a commedienne, Miss Julia 
Norton is certainly a most spirited and per- 
fect actress. In the part of Bobbin, in 
“Popping the Question,” she is particularly 
happy—indeed is all soul and fire, carrying 
the audience with her throughout in the most 
hilarious manner. The dialogue is very 
smartly written, and Miss Julia Norton gives 
the best embonpoint and finesse to all she 
says. With the advantages of a clear and 
very agreeable voice, joined to an attractive 

rson, and much stage tact, Miss Julia 
Norton is very deservedly successful. Mr. 
Mowbray as Tom Tape, and Miss Helen 
Love as Sally Scraggs, were inimitable, and 
displayed very considerable powers of mimi- 
cry; so far so, and so successfully, that they 
sent the audience away in the best of spirits, as 
the highly humorous acting of Mr. Mowbray 
never fails to do, and when he is joined in the 
fun by Miss Helen Love the enjoyment 
becomes of a highly effervescent nature. 

B. W. W. 


WILTON HALL, WELLCLOSE SQUARE. 


Mr. Wilton, the spirited proprietor of this 
new and elegant Music Hall, deserves great 
praise for his efforts to cater for the amuse- 
ment of the public, and in which he has most 
decidedly succeeded. This splendid esta- 
blishment was opened on Monday evening, 
March 28th ; and on paying a visit we found 
a most talented company, with every con- 
venience for the audience, and the refresh- 
ments of the best quality. Our limits will only 
permit us to say the beauty of the Hall, with 
its sun-light chandelier and the paintings, 


the Eastenders will fully appreciate and sup- 
port the worthy proprietor, who has, at so 
| great an outlay, erected this place of amuse- 
|ment. We shall take another opportunity of 
| visiting, and refer to the talents of the various 
| artistes engaged. 





A NEW WIZARD. 

On the 22nd ult., Professor Hart, a new 
performer to London, repeated his entertain- 
ment of “ Transparent Magic and Mystery,” 
at the Hanover-square Rooms. The pro- 
gramme comprised experiments with cards, 
coins, the ‘“ Orial Bell,” handkerchiefs, 
gloves, caskets, a canary, and several other 
familiar articles patent to the realm of legerde- 
main. Mr. Hart employs less mechanism, 
or ‘ preparations,” so-called, in his tricks 
than any wizard we have yet seen, but is, 
nevertheless, equally astonishing and amusing. 
The “little man”—for he is a decidedly 
diminutive wizard—comes before the public 
under the favourable circumstance that there 
are no competitive Cagliostros in the field at 
the present moment. He has all the town 
himself ; and from his performances we augur 
that he will take a respectable station in the 
gallery of necromancers. He is not quite so 
imposing and stylish an artist as Frickell ; 
but he is more of the actual conjuror, albeit 
without being common-place or vulgar. Many 
of the illusions were new to us, and some 
were inexplicable. We cite the “column and 
glove” trick, believing we shall never be able 
to make out how certain rings hanging on a bar 
are whisked from thence on to the fingers of a 
certain kid glove, without anybody having a 
hand in it. The Professor could only have 
been “ hand and glove” with his sable majesty 
(the Prince of the Black Art himself) to en- 
able him to produce the above wonderful de- 
lusion. E. H. Matcoum. 





MR. C. KEAN AND “B. W. W.” 
To the Editor of Tuz Tueatrical JourNAL. 
Sir,—I have no wish to be continually 
gabbling about the merits of Mr. Charles Kean 
or Mr. Samuel Phelps with a select few of 
your subscribers, and who after all may not 
even be that, as I really believe that to do so 
with such prejudiced and vulgar persons is no- 
thing.more than mere waste of time. Mr. 
Charles Kean’s genius as an actor has been 
long scksowliged by the most influential re- 
presentatives of the press in England, out 
of which I need only mention the Saturday 





is most strikingly attractive; and no doubt 


Review and The Times. I thank “ Corri- 
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genda” for his kind letter, and am glad to 
find that there is at least one unprejudiced 
person less insulting and more just than 
“Fair Play,” the whimsical terms in whose 
letter are altogether beneath my notice. 
I will not so far forget myself as to call 
in question the sanative faculties of “ Fair 
Play ;” if I did I might, in a phrenological 
sense, largely descant upon the Kvtepoeets 
of the bump of ignorance and impudence which 
it manifestly appears he possesses. It should 
be recollected that Mr. C. Kean’s precedence 
as an actor is, after all, a mere matter of 
opinion ; consequently abuse ? should take no 
part in controversy, but when a Roland is 
given me I must return the Oliver. In reply 
to the letter of “ Argus,” I have simply to 
say that I really see nothing contained in it to 
the point at issue. 

I also beg to say that I shall in future 
refuse to reply to any such empty abuse and 
insult as is contained in the letters of “ R. S.,” 
“Fair Play,” and“ Argus.” Theironly desert, 
in my opinion, is that which only they deserve, 
and that is contempt.—I am, &c., 

B. W. W. 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W. OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
Ue ° gavden, Costumier to the Royal Ita- 
lian and English Operas, begs to inform Gentlemen in 
the Profession that he can upon the shortest notice sup- 
ply them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 


THE ELLISTONIANS 


AS about to give a Series of Performances. The 
following arrangements have already been made:— 

Thursday, April 14th, 1859, the Historical Play of 
“Richelieu,” and the Farce of “ Friend Waggles.” 

Thursday, May 10th, 1859, Shakspeare’s Play of 
“Henry the Fourth” (first part), and the Farce of 
“ Boots at the Swan.” 

Thursday, June 7th, 1859, “ Othello,” and “ Paris 
and Back for Five Peunds,” 

Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of taking parts in 
the above are requested to communicate immediatel 
with the Secretary, S. Clarke, 365, Oxford-street, W. 


Holloway’s Ointment and Pills. 


PPEARANCE.—By the ‘first sight are most 
things judged, and partiality or prejudice for the 
object is formed at once. In the human body disease 
is always pitiable; but some cutaneous diseases are 
almost repulsive. Whatever their nature, duration, 
or intractability, they are invariably cured by the 
conjoint use of Holloway’s purifying remedies— 
which, acting on the blood, reach the most distant 
vessels in the bedy, thoroughly cleanse them, dis- 
placing all disease, and restoring softness and elas- 
ticity to the skin, ‘and a perfectly clear and healthy 
complexion, These inestimable medicaments are the 
safest and best preparations extant for cleansing, beau- 
tifying, and preserving the skin. These are, at all 
times, perfectly harmless, and their purifying effects 
are always permanent. 











) USIC AND DANCING every Evening, from 

Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty Performers. Admission ls. Before 8 o’clock 
6d. Before 6 o’clock, by Refreshment Ticket, 64d. ; 
and on Sundays, for Promenade, from 1 o’clock till 
11, by Refreshment Ticket, 6d. The Leviathan 
Platform is being re-decorated, and will be opened as 
soon as the weather will permit. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 


EW ADDITIONS.—The COUNT DE MON- 

TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 

and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 

King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 

from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 

sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten. 


The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 

4 he Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 

for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 

are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Koenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 


A Secret worth Knowing. 


R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now tie splendid Like- 











nesses, in a Brooch, om ow for 5s.; or in a shut-up 


case for 1s. 6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; amd don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
eur address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 


@ealth for all Mankind. 


HE greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 
devete their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress ; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of parilla 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
a century, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, to 
imitate which is felony. ware of imitations. 
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The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 59 The Lady of Lyons | 63 The Ducal Gift 
NY Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the % i- i uuness 64 ~~ -' Inn of the 
Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find | 1 Fleur de Marie 65 R bie: L 
this Society worthy of notice. The members meet | 62 Fire Raiser eblega: 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance oncea! Each Number contains 16 pages of closely printed 

















month; every member will propose a play, and take | letterpress, a complete Tale and splendid illustration, 


any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. ay 
tion ls, 6d. per week, including stage dresses. The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c., on reasoriable terms. 18 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. Mr.Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre 
13, Bow. street. 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 

elt otal f Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 
31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal. Italian 
Opera, Covent-garden. e Drawing-room Theatres, 
that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 
jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 


Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


Gane. MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street» 

Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen eng in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
‘tuality all studied. ; 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


The Greatest Novelty of the Age. 
A COMPLETE Novel for One Penny. Now 
Publishing, in Penny Weekly Numbers, beau- 
tifully illustrated, a re-issue of that justly celebrated 
work, entitled 
PURKESS’S LIBRARY OF ROMANCE, 
1 a 05 Hugh, the Out-)} 30 Susan Bonles 


aw 31 The Hunchback 
2 The Haunted Forest | 32 The Robber’s Wife 
3 Massaniello 


33;Grace Huntley 
4 Joan of Naples 


34 John Overy 
5 Martha the Gipsy 35 The Smuggler’s Secret 
6 Rugantino 


36 Margaret of Burgund: 
7 The Rover’s Bride 37 The Haunted Hulk 7 
8 Nell Gwynne 











| for ONE PENNY 


| PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. 


| 1 Jack Shep 
2 Oliver Twist 
3 Turpin’s Ride to York 
4 Dombey and Son 
5 Don Cesar de Bazan 
6 Mazeppa, or the Wild 
Horse of Tartary 
7 The Blood-red Knight 
8 The Dumb Man of 
Manchester 
9 The Miller & his Men 
10 The Vicar of Wake- 


field 

11 Obi, or Three- fingered 
Jack 

12 Black Beard the Pirate 





13 The Maid and Magpie 


never out of print. 


Rhoderic Dhu, complete 
in 67 Nos, or bound in 
cloth, 5s. 6d. 

Adam Bell, by Pierce 
Egan, Esgq., in 24 Nos., 
bound in cloth, 3s. 

Tyburn Tree, or Mysteries 
of the Past, in 45 Nos., 

an in o— 4s. sag tp 
eorge Barrington, a 
Frost, Esq., ae) Nos, 
or in cloth, 3s. 

Paul Jones, ‘by Pierce 
Egan, in 68 Nos., or in 
cloth, 6s. 6d. 

Paul the Poacher, in 60 
Nos., or in cloth 6s. 

Turpin’s Ride to York, in 
9 Nos., or in cloth 1s. 6d. 


14 The Red. Rover 

15 Black-eyed Susan 

16 The Corsican Brothers 
17 Minnigrey 

18 The Forty Thieves 
19 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
20 Azael the Prodigal 

21 The a —_ the Way 
22 Susan ey 

23 Ada, the Betrayed 
24 Bluebeard 

25 The Bottle 

26 Dred 

27 Belphegor , 

28 Little Dorrit 

29 Herne the Hunter 


Each play complete for One Penny, or by post 
Twopence, and illustrated with a Coloured Scene, 
taken during a representation. 


#,° All the above works, being stereotyped, are 


PURKESS’S ILLUSTRATED WORKS, 
In Penny Numbers. 


Jack Rann, in 52 Nos., or 
in cloth, 5s. 

a Macheath, in 27 

os., or in cloth, 3s. 

King of the Beggars, in 
38 Nos., or in cloth, 4s, 

Ben Bolt, or the Perils of 
a Sailor, in 16 Nos., or 
in cloth, 2s. 

Unknown Warrior, in 24 
Nos., or in cloth; 3s. 
The Monk, by Lewis, in 

36 Nos., or in cloth, 48, 
Jack She bard, i in 27 Nos, 


or in cloth, 
The Corsican Brothers, in 
39 Nos., or in cloth, 4s. 
Jack Cade, in 32°Nos., or 
in cloth, 3s. 6d. 


38 The Jew of Denmark 
9 The Charcoal Burner 


10 Luke the Labourer 

11 Ben the Boatswain 

12 Gilderoy 

13 Paul the Pilot 

14 Grace Grayton 

16 Alice Gra 

16 Starlight Bess 

17 Belphegor 

18 Ambrose Gwinnett 
19 The Flying Dutchman 
20 Marco Spado 

21 Faustus 

22 Suill Dhuv 

23 William Tell 

24 Cataract of the Ganges 
25 The Vampyre 

26 Schinderhannes 

27 Eugene Aram 

28 Herne the Hunter 

29 The Grave of the Bro- 


39 The Ice Witch 

40 The Bride of Lambeth 

41 The Peer and the 
Poacher 

42 The Demon Hunter 

43 Therese 

44 Crazy Jane 

45 Guy Mannering 

46 The Gambler’s Fate 

47 Martha Willis 

48 George Barnwell 

49 Will Watch 

50 Robert Macaire 

51 Poor Susan 

52 Robin Hood 

53 Jonathan Bradford 

54 Carpenter of Rouen 

55 Ruffian Boy 

56 Phantom Bride 


cutter 





sken Heart: 


58 Jane Shore 


57 Maurice the Wood. | 





The Black Mask, in 30 
Nos., or in cloth, 3s. 6d, 


Persons in the country can havetwelve and ome 
of the above popular Tales or Plays, postage , On 
receipt of stamps tothe amount. A liberal allowance 
to country booksellers. 
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